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RESEARCH STATEMENT 
The research field was contemporary dance, specifically new approaches to audience-performer relationships. The 
process involved questioning the traditional Western ‘passive’ presentation paradigm of dance, and challenging how 
audiences are considered both functionally and ethically within live performance. This practice-based dance work 
challenged the traditional paradigm by varying the audience’s proximity to the dancers, and by utilising performer 
authenticity with the aim of increasing experiential understandings, multiple interpretations, and a ‘lived’ experience 
for the audience.  
This 60 minute work looked to challenge traditional expectations of how dancers ‘perform’ and what it means when 
they are ‘themselves’ onstage. The audience was asked to sit in an ellipse on stage and the dancers were often 
performing quite close to them. While the audience didn’t move once the work began, the proximity to the dancers 
allowed them an unusual opportunity to see these dancers deconstructing their own profession and their own world 
of performance in an intimate environment. This was done for, and with the audience, and for some, it connected 
them deeply with the performers. 
This work centred on questioning the relationship between ‘performer authenticity’ and the proximity of the 
audience to the performers. Post-show feedback suggested that this link, the ability for the audience to be close to 
‘authentic’ performers, was a major part of their engagement and an unexpected way to experience contemporary 
dance. 
The work was funded by Arts Qld and was co-produced by the Judith Wright Centre of Contemporary Arts and 
Tanzfabrik in Berlin. This work was performed to sell-out seasons in both Berlin and Brisbane in 2007.  
